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THE  HERITAGE TREES OF CHANDIGARH  

 

FOREWORD 

Many majestic mature trees are the natural heritage of Chandigarh and serve as important 

green landmarks for our city of gardens. They help to create a sense of permanence and 

identity to the place we live in. Just as our Garden City, it takes decades and in some cases, 

more than a hundred years for these trees to mature gracefully in our landscape. 

As Chandigarh progresses, there is a danger of losing these mature trees. In view of this 

concern, the Heritage Trees Project was planned with an objective to conserve and to educate 

the community on the importance of protecting our tree wealth. 

This Project plans to prepare after every five years a list of trees that - because of their age, 

size, type, historical association or horticultural value - are of special importance to the City. 

The Mission of the volunteers of YUVSATTA, CTL (Chandigarh Tree Lovers) and Times of 

India, Chandigarh is to preserve, manage, enhance, and expand a vital collection of plants in 

an active, urban setting.  

One can never imagine that there are more than 100 trees in Chandigarh that can be 

termed as Heritage Trees. These are rare assets for any urban city. As planned and 

envisaged the Project Heritage Trees serves to identify, recognize and conserve the majestic 

individual trees in the city landscape. The criteria adopted for identification of a tree as a 

Heritage tree is by virtue of its age i.e. around 100 years and old, from its profile and girth of 

trunk, aesthetic value, historical significance, cultural reasons, social & educational value, 

trees that are landmarks of a community and inhabitation, trees in a notable grove, avenue, or 

other planting, a rare species, or provides a habitat for rare species of plants, animals or birds 

etc. 

Most of the trees selected as Heritage Trees are of good quality, relatively free of damage and 

are also sufficiently well suited to preservation. Once endorsed as a Heritage Tree by the 

Department of Forest & Wildlife, Chandigarh Administration, the selected trees can be 

included in HERITAGE TREES LIST of Chandigarh for the purpose of promoting its 

conservation and educating the community to conserve, respect and love mature trees.  

As Heritage Trees are a part of our Natural Heritage, a special care programme can be put up 

to conserve them. For example, an urgent need is installation of lightning conductors on some 

of these trees to protect against damages by lightning. There is also an importance of 

motivating concerned officials to adopt other measures to prevent soil compaction or 

excavation around the root zone.  

pramod sharma 

coordinator, yuvsatta 
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31 Heritage Trees of Chandigarh 
 

 

 

 

1. THE LAKE PEEPAL   
 

ABOUT THE TREE   

On the walkway of Sukhna Lake in Sector 1, is a 

tree no one in Chandigarh could miss. A 

widespread PEEPAL stands in the centre of the 

road just about 250 metres away from the main entrance.  

 

CURRENT STATUS: The site has become a resting point for anyone walking down 

the lake. The huge tree has a sprawling shady canopy, although most of which is 

leaning towards the lake side. 

Trunk circumference (gbh*) = 20 ft 

Canopy spread   = 114 ft 

Height of tree    = 75 ft 

Stem clearance   = 9 ft 

Age     = 150 years app. 

* gbh is girth breast height i.e. trunk measured 1.37m above the ground level. 

 



2. THE GRAND OLD PEEPAL TREES OF 

KALIBARD VILLAGE, SECTOR 9  

ABOUT THE TREE : Perhaps the largest 

PEEPAL trees of Chandigarh is in Sector 9-

C, which was once Kalibard village. Behind 

the Carmel Convent School is a large MC 

park amidst houses. This park was once the 

ótobaô, or pond of Kalibard. Three huge PEEPAL trees exist here alongside where the 

pond once was.  

CURRENT STATUS: The largest PEEPAL stands right in the centre of the park. 

The size of the tree needs to be seen to be believed. It is almost round in silhouette. It 

has 14 large branches of about 2 feet width going in all directions. This big tree is 

acting like an outdoor green natural rooms providing free shelter without considering 

any cast or creed. The earth around this tree is eroding fast and is required to be sealed 

suitably  

Circumference of the Trunk (gbh)   = 30 ft  

Diameter of the trunk            = 9.5 ft app 

Canopy Spread                          = 130 ft  

Circumference of Canopy    = 410 ft app 

Height of tree                               = 60-70 ft  

Stem clearance            = 12-13ft app 

Age                                         = 250 years app 



 

3. THE GRAND OLD 

PEOPLE TREE 

INSIDE CARMEL 

CONVENT SCHOOL, 

SECTOR 9, 

CHANDIGARH:  

CURRENT STATUS:  

The tree is being 

preserved by the School 

and has been provided 

with a placard to 

educate the young 

minds about the 

importance of trees.  

This tree is having lot of cross pollination and Neem tree, Mahua tree , New Peepal 

tree and some flower plants were seen growing on this old tree. 

Circumference of the Trunk (gbh) = 33 ft 

Diameter of the trunk           = 10.5 ft app 

Canopy Spread                  = 110 ft 

Circumference of Canopy     = 345 ft app 

Height of tree                       = 60-70 ft 

Stem clearance                   = 14-15ft app 

Age                                 = 250 years app 



4. PEEPAL TREE, SECTOR 9A. OPP. HOUSE NO-101 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The third majestic 

Peepal tree of village 

Kalibard stands tall 

amidst big concrete 

houses of Sector 9 

adjoining House no. 

101.  

 

 

CURRENT STATUS 

Circumference of the Trunk (gbh) = 25 ft 

Diameter of the trunk     = 7.9 ft 

Canopy Spread                     = 105 ft 

Circumference of Canopy     = 330 ft  

Height of tree                   = 100 ft app  

Stem clearance                      = 14 ft app 

Age                                         = 170-180 years app  

 

 



 

5. PEEPAL AT 

MOUNTVIEW, 

SECTOR 10 é 
 

 

ABOUT THE TREE : In 

Sector 10-A at the Exit 

gate of Hotel Mount View 

stands a majestic PEEPAL 

tree in its full grandeur.  

 

 

CURRENT STATUS: Itôs well maintained and persevered with earthen platform to 

support the main trunk. 

 

Trunk circumference (gbh) = 20 ft 

 

Canopy spread   = 85 ft 

 

Height of tree         = 75 ft 

 

Stem clearance   = 10 ft 

 

Age     = 150 years app 

 

 



6. GRANDEUR OF SHEHZADPURA, 

PEC, SEC 12 

ABOUT THE TREE   

This big PEEPAL tree is situated in the 

park of the campus of RGNIYD 

Regional Centre, Sector-12 

Chandigarh. This area was the old 

Shehzadpur village which now inhabited 

the area of PGI and PEC.  

CURRENT STATUS 

This Tree has lot of open ground space around to grow and is frequented by visitors 

who pray and frolic in its shade. Around the tree in the park are many young trees. 

The present details are:- 

Circumference of the Trunk   = 27 ft 

(Including buttresses) (gbh) 

        Diameter of the trunk           = 8.6 ft app 

         Canopy Spread                     = 130ft 

         Circumference of Canopy    = 408ft app 

         Height of tree                        = 50-60 ft 

          Stem clearance                     = 12ft app 

           Age                                 = 200 years app 

 



7. SECTOR 12: PUNJAB 

ENGINEERING COLLEGE 

DEEMED UNIVERSITY  

ABOUT THE TREE: Behind 

the college of Architecture 

building In PEC campus one 

thing no one can miss out is this 

centuries old huge BANYAN 

Tree, the landmark of the 

village which was once 

brimming with life in this area i.e. SHEHZADPUR.  Its aerial roots are grounded 

at more than five places a little away from the main stem, and thus giving support to 

the heavily spreading branches. The area around this tree is also free of construction 

and the tree is revered and frequented by devotees.  

CURRENT STATUS: The tree is adorned by large brass bells, red scrafs & murtis of 

Gods which is required to be regulated to avoid damage to the tree. The details are:- 

      Circumference of the Trunk (gbh) = 24 ft 

        Diameter of the trunk            = 7.6 ft app 

         Canopy Spread                      = 145ft 

         Circumference of Canopy     = 445ft app 

         Height of tree                         = 80 ft 

          Stem clearance                      = 10ft app 

           Age                                  = 350 years app 



8. THE BARGAD OF ñ 

GUGA MAARHIò OF 

PGI:  

ABOUT THE TREE: 

Outside the South wall of 

PGI in the corner near to the 

PGI roundabout is the much 

revered Guga Marhi Pir 

Mandir. This place boasts of 

three old trees, one is the 

holy PEEPAL and two old 

BARGAD trees.  

CURRENT STATUS: A chauntra is built around it and little open space exists 

around it. The other two trees are comparatively quite young.  

The details are:- 

Circumference of the Trunk (gbh) = 21 ft 

Circumference of Canopy    = 197ft app 

Diameter of the trunk          = 6.6 ft app 

Canopy Spread              = 63ft   

Stem clearance                      = 10ft app 

Height of tree                = 50-55 ft  

Age                                = 250 years app 

 



 

9. SECTOR 17, 

CHANDIGARH  

ABOUT THE TREE: The 

present Sector 17 is in the land 

of what was the village of 

Roorkee. The village was 

probably famous for its Peepal 

trees which are still found in 

abundance in the premises of 

the Sector 17 plaza. The 

planners of the city 

accommodated these trees by leaving the trees between buildings and in plazas 

resulting in a good blend of greenery and concrete.  By far the largest tree of Sector 

17 is located in the scooter parking place by the bus stand. It cannot be missed by 

anyone passing by.  

CURRENT STATUS: The tree is a huge óBARGADô. The aerial roots have been cut 

short and unable to reach the ground. Underneath the tree is a scooter parking place, 

which is a macadamized road.  

Circumference of the Trunk (gbh) = 57 ft 

Diameter of the trunk           = 18ft app 

Canopy Spread                   = 110ft 

Circumference of Canopy     = 345ft app 

Height of tree                       = 40-50 ft 

Stem clearance                   = 15ft app 

Age                                     = 250 years app 



10. THE OLD PEEPAL 

TREE IN FRONT OF 

DC OFFICE 

SECTOR-17  

ABOUT THE TREE: 

In Sector 17-B plaza, 

adjacent to the DC 

office and extending 

into the plaza behind the 

banking square in 

another set of huge 

PEEPAL trees. The old 

trees in this area are 

well maintained and 

have been properly 

secured by the administration buy providing big size safety rings around the trees.   

 

CURRENT STATUS: Lot of people, vendors and labors were taking shelter under 

this great tree. The oldest Peepal is of 200 years of age. 

           

Circumference of the Trunk (gbh) = 18 ft 

Diameter of the trunk           = 6 ft app 

Canopy Spread                  = 85-93 ft 

Circumference of Canopy     = 250 ft app 

Height of tree                       = 35-40 ft 

Stem clearance                  = 8ft app 

            Age                                 = 200 years app 



11) MAGNIFICENT BANYAN 

AND PEEPAL TREES AT GOVT. 

GIRLS MODEL SR. SEC 

SCHOOL, SECTOR 18D, 

CHANDIGARH.  

 

ABOUT MAGNIFICENT 

BANYAN TREE:  Govt. Girls Model 

Sr. Secondary School is maintaining a 

number of old Banyan and Peeple 

trees. Students from the School flock 

under the shades of the tree during 

recess. An old and majestic banyan 

tree stands tall at one corner of the School and now itôs difficult to find the main trunk of this 

tree anymore. It has more than 100 aerial roots from the canopy, penetrating the ground 

growing into multiple woody, pillar-like trunks.  

 

CURRENT STATUS: This tree, with a thick canopy of evergreen leaves is covering a very 

wide area to form its own circle with roots aggressively intertwine the trunk and fuse 

together, creating a latticework. It has many widely distributed and rooted aerial roots with 

circumference of 146 ft.   

Banyan Tree at the corner:  

Circumference of the Trunk  = No main trunk 

Diameter of the trunk          = N.A. 

Canopy Spread                     = 80 ft 

Circumference of Canopy    = 251 ft  

Height of tree                        = 45-50 ft  

Age                               = 170 years app. 



 

 

12-14: THE GRAND OLD TREES OF NAGLA AT GOVT. GIRLS MODEL SR. SEC 

SCHOOL, SECTOR 18D, CHANDIGARH.  

ABOUT TREES:  This area was once adjoining to the Old Ropar road. In the British era this 

road inked Kalka to Ropar and in periphery Sector 18 was village Nagla. Later, making of 

Chandigarh city was announced and new buildings and dwellings started taking shape. And 

the planners of Chandigarh were wise enough to accommodate some of heritage trees in 

parks, Schools and College grounds. Many majestic native trees planted by villagers of Nagla 

are still proudly standing in Sector 18, 19, 21 & 27. This three Peepal tree and Banyan Trees 

(approx. 125 years old) are also among them.  

 

1ST PEEPAL TREE IN ROW   2ND BANYAN TREE IN ROW  

Circumference of Trunk (gbh)= 15 ft  Circumference of the Trunk (gbh) = 16 ft 

Diameter of the trunk           = 4.7 ft  Diameter of the trunk            = 5.1 ft 

Canopy Spread                     = 81 ft  Canopy Spread                      = 83 ft 

Circumference of Canopy    = 255 ft  Circumference of Canopy     = 260 ft 

Height of tree                        = 50 ft   Height of tree                         = 50-55 ft 

Stem clearance                     = 7.5 ft app Stem clearance                      = 8 ft app 

Age                               = 125 years  Age                                =125 years  

 

3RD PEEPAL TREE IN ROW 

Circumference of the Trunk (gbh) = 17 ft 

Diameter of the trunk            = 5.1 ft  

Canopy Spread                      = 84 ft 

Circumference of Canopy     = 264 ft  

Height of tree                         = 55-60 ft  

Stem clearance                      = 8 ft app 

Age                                = 125 years  



 

15. THE GRAND MANGO TREE IN 

VATIKA SCHOOL, SECTOR 19B  

ABOUT TREE: Perhaps the 

largest mango tree of 

Chandigarh exists inside the 

premises of óVatika School for 

Deaf & Dumb Childrenô in 

Sector 19-B. The lone tree of 

óVatika Schoolô playground 

welcomes the incoming students 

and guests like a grand old man. The age of the tree should be in the range of 150+ 

years.  

CURRENT STATUS: One of the side of this beautiful tree is infested with termites 

and needs immediate attention  and care to save this grand old tree. 

Circumference of the Trunk (gbh) = 20 ft 

Diameter of the trunk            = 6.4 ft app 

Canopy Spread                      = 80 ft 

Circumference of Canopy     = 408 ft app 

Height of tree                         = 45-50 ft 

Stem clearance                      = 7 ft app 

Age                                         = 150 years app 

 



16. PEEPAL TREE, SECTOR 19A 

ABOUT TREE: Outside the 

entrance of óBrahmrishi Yoga 

Collegeô of Sector 19-A, a 

huge PEEPAL of 6.4 ft 

diameter trunk stands as a 

reminder of the grandeur of 

village NAGLA. The tree has 

a canopy of 102 ft and covers 

all open space at the entrance 

of this campus.  

 

CURRENT STATUS: Neem branches have also sprouted at this tree and growing 

harmoniously along with this lovely tree.  

Circumference of the Trunk  (gbh)  = 20 ft 

Diameter of the trunk            = 6.4 ft 

Canopy Spread                      = 102 ft 

Circumference of Canopy     = 320 ft  

Height of tree                         = 65-70 ft  

Stem clearance                      = 7 ft app 

Age                                = 150 years app 

 


